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Ipsden & N Stoke 
Residents Clap for 
Carers 
 
Many residents in North Stoke and 
Ipsden joined in the nationwide 
“Clap for Carers” on Thursday 26 
March, and again on subsequent 
Thursdays during April.  We’ve 
had numerous reports from 
villagers of substantial turnouts at 
8pm to salute NHS staff and carers up and down the country.  As 
well as handclapping, pots and pans were used with impressive 
effect; as an example, it’s been said that in Well Place they could 
hear a cacophony of sound emanating from Berins Hill across the 
valley.  Of course, our villages, with small populations spread out 
over a significant area, found it difficult to match the intensity of the 
town and city balcony scenes we saw on the television news later 
those evenings.  And as has been pointed out, it is difficult to take 
selfies whilst clapping; for the first Thursday it was of course dark 
too with no streetlighting to help either.  Perhaps we should have 
offered a prize to the household devising the most ingenious way of 
countering these problems.  Nevertheless, many people have 
contributed photographs; we make no apology for the fact that the 
quality is not always good; they still demonstrate that the strength 
and depth of feelings throughout our part of the world match that 
displayed throughout the country.  Thank you to all those who sent 
in pictures, there are too many to list and I am sorry I have not been 
able to use all of them.  Well done to all those who provided graphic 
and audible support from their front doors for all NHS staff and 
carers. 
 
And of course, well done and 
thank you to all those in our 
armed, civil, social and healthcare 
services, together with volunteers, 
who look after us in so many 
numbers and in so many ways, 
most working long hours in 
stressful environments, often 
putting their lives in danger whilst 
trying to protect us all. 

 
Peter Bennett 
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From the Vicarage 

Those of you who tune in online on 
Wednesdays and Fridays will know that I 
have a fascination with the “Saints of the 
Church”. They feed my reflections and I get 
inspiration from their stories (however 
fanciful some of their attendant myths, they 
still carry some truths!!). All of these 
ordinary human beings faced the trials and 
tribulations of their day with extraordinary 
fortitude, and we can all learn from them, 
while thanking God that our own earthly 
experiences may be less hazardous!  
 
From our earliest days two thousand years ago, we Christians were 
noticed for how we met unavoidable death and suffering thrust upon 
us by circumstance or gross injustice, and our difference became 
transformative for the people around us, despite the nature of our 
death-denying culture to run from it. However scared we might be, 
we still have to live with the reality of our dying, and it is precisely 
there that Christ our God is fully revealed and makes himself known 
to us. 
 
In May of 1373,  thirty year old Julian of Norwich was stricken by 
a severe illness and became convinced she was dying. Instead, 
she received extraordinary visions of Christ on the cross. She 
recovered fully to write her very personal account of the 
“Revelations of Divine Love” that she received from the 
Lord. This is the first book known to have been written by a 
woman in the English language. Although a contemporary of the 
English poets Geoffrey Chaucer and William Langland, Julian was, 
by her own account, “unlettered”; that is, she could not read or 
write Latin. And she could not study theology at Oxford or 
Cambridge, because in her medieval world women were not 
allowed to pursue higher education. 

Nevertheless, Julian taught herself to write Middle English with 
such skill and imagination that she has been called "the first 
woman of English Letters".  She also developed a mystical 
theology that was second to none during the fourteenth century, 
and which continues to break barriers in our own twenty-first 
century.  

For her final 25 years she chose to become an anchorite, 
enclosed in a small hermitage attached to the side of a church to 
which many pilgrims came for healing and enlightenment. In her 
writings Julian insisted that "Our Lord wants us to know" about 
God's unconditional love, mercy, and grace; about the godly 
will at the very core of our being; about the lack of "wrath or 
blame" in God. “He said not 'Thou shalt not be tempested, thou 
shalt not be travailed, Thou shalt not be not be dis-eased'; but he 
said, 'thou shalt overcome’.” 

Continued on page 3 
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From the Vicarage (continued) 
Julian also developed a dynamic theology of the Motherhood 
of God that speaks to both women and men in every age.  

We are in the Easter season at the moment wearing our 
Resurrection glasses as we look away from ourselves and all of 
our problems to take in the beauty of a flower, or the sunrise, or 
the subtle sensation of breath – inhaling and exhaling – giving 
us life. Resurrection vision enables us to trust that all things – 
all things! – work together for good for those who are called to 
God’s purposes. Resurrection vision knows that joy comes in the 
morning, even though we face the darkness of night.  
 
Mary at the Tomb on the first Easter Morning was in a dark 
place, full of grief and her vision was clouded with pain and 
tears - who took the body, who was to blame, she asked? That 
way of seeing reminds me of how I hear things on the news 
broadcasts every morning – a kind of crucifixion vision that sees 
only negativity and assumes that nothing will ever change in 
local and international political behaviour, that the world is 
divided between elites and deplorables, between haves and have
-nots, between worthy and unworthy.  Crucifixion vision 
assumes that death really is the end and someone else is to 
blame; we may as well postpone it as best we can and fill the 
time with pleasure.  
 
The only kind of vision God has is resurrection vision. God sent 
his only Son into the world, not to condemn the world – that’s 
crucifixion vision – but that the world might be redeemed 
through him.  What a surprise!  
 
In our suffering and violent world, when we may be tempted 
to lose hope, Christ’s words to Julian resonate across the 
ages, as reassuring and as imperative today as they were in 
May of 1373, when she first heard them: “All shall be well, 
and all shall be well, and thou shalt see thyself that all 
manner of thing shall be well. 
 
“And in this he showed me a little thing, the quantity of a hazel 
nut, lying in the palm of my hand, as it seemed. And it was as 
round as any ball. I looked upon it with the eye of my 
understanding, and thought, ‘What may this be?’ And it was 
answered generally thus, ‘It is all that is made.’ I marvelled how 
it might last, for I thought it might suddenly have fallen to 
nothing for littleness. And I was answered in my understanding: 
It lasts and ever shall, for God loves it. And so have all things 
their beginning by the love of God. 
 
“In this little thing I saw three properties. The first is that God 
made it. The second that God loves it. And the third, that God 
keeps it.”   Julian of Norwich, “Revelations of Divine Love”. 
 
Anglicans commemorate Julian of Norwich on 8 May. 

Blessings everyone 

Canon John 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/360743
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May Church Services 

Church services continue to be suspended and both churches will 
remain closed in line with government restrictions. 
 
John Blair invites you to scheduled Zoom meetings. (www.zoom.us)  
You will need to download the Zoom App to your PC, Laptop or phone 
and there is an ID Number and Password for each event as follows: 
 
Ipsden & North Stoke Sunday Worship SUNDAYS at 10am 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/188513761?
pwd=TXZSejV2bHNYSGo3MkorMVladmVDZz09 
Meeting ID: 188 513 761, Password: 019797 
 
Ipsden & North Stoke Evening Prayer WEDNESDAYS at 5pm 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/410935129?

pwd=Sjc5SEZuNVhBdU1PdDdYa3E3dVZFQT09 

Meeting ID: 410 935 129, Password: 028369 

 
Ipsden & North Stoke COMPLINE FRIDAYS at 8pm 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/726350423?
pwd=T0tKanMyVmVDVVFvOHRFVUxNcWdxUT09 
Meeting ID: 726 350 423, Password: 005873 
 
In Lieu of Church Collections: 
 
If you want to make online donations to either of the churches in lieu 
of Sunday Collections, please add the reference "your name & 
Sunday date": 
 
North Stoke PCC  20-01-09  10726400 
Ipsden PCC  30-99-03  00153548 
 

Or, for a regular contribution, you can set up a standing order with 
your bank using the same details.  Please pass the word! 
 

John Blair 

Ipsden and N Stoke Residents Clap for Carers 

http://www.zoom.us
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us04web.zoom.us/j/188513761?pwd%3DTXZSejV2bHNYSGo3MkorMVladmVDZz09&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw0EKKaLQIt--q-D5QhGSv_S
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us04web.zoom.us/j/188513761?pwd%3DTXZSejV2bHNYSGo3MkorMVladmVDZz09&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw0EKKaLQIt--q-D5QhGSv_S
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us04web.zoom.us/j/410935129?pwd%3DSjc5SEZuNVhBdU1PdDdYa3E3dVZFQT09&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw2-L6TWddxHud2utddHyEvM
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us04web.zoom.us/j/410935129?pwd%3DSjc5SEZuNVhBdU1PdDdYa3E3dVZFQT09&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw2-L6TWddxHud2utddHyEvM
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us04web.zoom.us/j/726350423?pwd%3DT0tKanMyVmVDVVFvOHRFVUxNcWdxUT09&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw1uB7Nb71ebgKiYB8a0BQjX
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us04web.zoom.us/j/726350423?pwd%3DT0tKanMyVmVDVVFvOHRFVUxNcWdxUT09&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw1uB7Nb71ebgKiYB8a0BQjX
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Online Food Bank and the Coronavirus 
 
Please remember people in this area who are facing real hardship 
due to sudden loss of employment.  Many families already on low 
incomes will struggle to provide a main meal for children now that 
schools have closed.  Top of the needed list are: tinned meat, 
fish, soups, baked beans, ready-meals, tinned fruit and vegetables, 
breakfast cereals, jam/Marmite, toiletries of all kinds, baby milk, 
baby food and nappies. 
   
The collection boxes for the Food Bank normally found in both 
Ipsden and North Stoke churches are not accessible owing the 
churches being closed.  However, as you can imagine, the need is 
now even more pressing.  You can donate to ReadiFood via their 

website as follows: https://readifood.org.uk/donate-online-2/.  Thank 
you for your generosity in these difficult times.  

Heather Llewellyn  

Ipsden and N Stoke Residents Clap for Carers 

Nighties and Jim-Jams Wanted!!! 

Please donate new but unwanted pyjamas, nightdresses, etc. for 
patients, mostly elderly, at Wallingford Community Hospital.  They 
must be unopened in original packaging owing to health and safety 
regulations.  Please contact me on Tel 680831 or via email 
siobhan.bennett28@btopenworld.com 

Siobhan Bennett 

Ipsden Lottery Tickets 
 
There are still a few numbers available for the Ipsden Lottery, 
which helps fund our wonderful Village Memorial Hall.  A ticket is £1 
per week, payable in 10-week blocks, with the winning number 
worth £25 each week.  The winning number is the Saturday night 
bonus ball number in the National Lottery.  If you are interested in 
joining, please talk to Shirley in the shop to arrange payment and to 
choose your number.  Good luck! 

Clare Davis 

https://readifood.org.uk/donate-online-2/
mailto:siobhan.bennett28@btopenworld.com
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Braziers Park:  
Cancellation and 
Postponement 
 
Braziers Park has just 
announced that this year’s May 
Fayre event on 3 May has been 
cancelled.  The Wood Festival, 
due to be held on 15-18 May, 
has been postponed until 
September. 

The Ipsden Boundary 

Challenge 

 
Here’s a little test to see how well 
you know the line of the Ipsden 
Parish Boundary.  On the Ipsden 
Village website at 
www.ipsdenvillage.co.uk 
is a page called the Ipsden 
Boundary Challenge which 
contains 36 photographs taken on 
the parish boundary looking in a clockwise direction. Each photograph 
is randomly numbered.  The challenge is to list the photograph 
numbers in the order that the photographs follow each other around 
the boundary. To start you off photographs 78, 79 and 80 are in the 
correct order.  The full correct order will be confirmed in the June 
2020 issue of The Window. 

David Coldwell 

The “Almost Daily” 
 
A big thank you to Jill Yates for her “Almost-Daily” newsround of 
snippets from around Ipsden Village, some useful, some poignant 
and many just highly amusing.  Please let Jill know if you don’t 
receive her regular emails during this period of lockdown and would 
like to receive them.  And please do keep the snippets coming in.   
jill_yates2002@yahoo.co.uk 

Ipsden Village Website 
 
Ipsden residents, please remember there is a wealth of information 
about Ipsden on the village website, maintained by Ipsden Parish 
Council, at www.ipsdenvillage.co.uk/  It includes up-to-date 
information on support during the coronavirus situation 
www.ipsdenvillage.co.uk/page-21.  The website is open to residents 
of North Stoke too. 

mailto:jill_yates2002@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.ipsdenvillage.co.uk/
http://www.ipsdenvillage.co.uk/page-21
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Music at 
the Barn 

Saturday 20 June, gates 

will open 6.30pm.  Live 

music - jazz, swing, rock 

n' roll. Large picnic area, 

free parking. £7 per 

person, U/16s free.  

Please save the date!  

Bring a picnic, a bottle, a 

table and chairs, your 

friends and family.  

Please, no barbecues. 

Dilys Beaumont 

EVENT ON HOLD 

The Return of 
Ipsden Rocks! 

  
Save the Day!  More details to 
follow.  From early evening on 
Saturday 4 July at Ipsden Farm 
Barn OX10 6AJ. 
 
Live music - C&W, Rock n' roll 
from local bands.   Licensed bar 
and food.  Free parking.  Prices 
and more information to follow 
but please save the date. 

Hamish Cassels 

 
EVENT UNDER REVIEW  

OCC Warns Residents of Recent Scams 
Residents have been warned to be on their guard against criminals 
and scammers exploiting the coronavirus situation.  OCC’s Trading 
Standards has received reports of scams targeting people via 
emails, text messages, telephone calls and on the doorstep.  
There are many genuine community efforts to help residents and 
to provide good quality advice and support. But unfortunately, not 
everyone is trustworthy, and some people will take advantage of 
this unprecedented situation.  As Councillor Judith Heathcoat, 
Oxfordshire County Council’s cabinet member for Community 
Safety, said “It is hard to believe that some people will look to 
take advantage of the situation our country is facing, but 
unfortunately this is a reality.”  
 
Typical scams include taking money for doing shopping which is 
never delivered and offering fake medicines to tackle the virus.  
Also there have been many scams by email, text or phone call 
which appear to offer refunds of income tax, council tax or utility 
bills but are really designed to steal your personal details. 
 
Please be vigilant and see the full press release from Oxfordshire 
County Council on the Coronavirus Update page of the Ipsden 
Village website www.ipsdenvillage.co.uk for more advice. 



 ipsden.window@gmail.com               8                www.ipsdenvillage.co.uk 

 

Note: Copy deadline for the June edition is 20 May 

3 May Braziers Park May Fayre Open Day CANCELLED 

5 May N Stoke VE Day 75th Anniversary Coffee 

morning   

CANCELLED 

6 May U3A Wallingford CANCELLED 

13 May Ipsden May Coffee Morning CANCELLED 

15 May Braziers Park Wood Festival POSTPONED 

3 June U3A Wallingford CANCELLED 

10 June Ipsden June Coffee Morning UNDER REVIEW 

12 June Ipsden Village Hall “Women with Wings” ON HOLD 

20 June Ipsden Music at the Barn ON HOLD 

21 June N Stoke Open Gardens CANCELLED 

May and June Diary Dates Update: 

This reads a little like a bad Friday evening at Paddington station.  I 

am sorry it makes rather depressing reading but I include it for 

clarity: 

Ipsden Village 

Lottery Winners 

28 Mar 11—No Winner 

4 April Peter Bennett 

11 April Jenny Booth 

18 April 26—No Winner 

25 April See next edition 

Provisional Upcoming Events 

4 July “Ipsden Rocks” - see page 7 

12 September Oxford Historic Churches Trust (OHCT) 

“Ride and Stride” 

25 September N Stoke Village Hall Quiz Night:  open to all 

residents of North Stoke and Ipsden 

Used Postage Stamps 
 
Please don’t forget: we are still 
collecting for the charity “Dogs 
for the Disabled”.  Please bring 
your old postage stamps to 
Shirley at Ipsden Village Store. 

Shirley Small 


